Growing in Grace

2 Peter 3:18

 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
Active faith is applying God’s Word to your life every day and tapping into the grace of God.

Are you growing in grace? 

Grace is evidence that God is working in your life. Here are 10 steps in how to grow in grace.

1. A hunger for God, A desire for God, an appetite for the things of God.

Psalm 42:1

As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.
 Philippians 3:7-9
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

You’ve got to spend time in God’s presence. How hungry are you for God? How much time do you spend in His presence?
The hunger is produced in us by the Holy Spirit.

2. A desire to know God’s truth
Psalm 130:5

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope.

Psalm 119:33-34

Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

The truth will set us free as we apply it, believe it, and accept it, it removes the confusion from my life, and it set me on a smooth path.

3. You will not tolerate evil; you will not cohabitate with the devil.

I will not tolerate sin in my heart. I will give no place to the devil in my life.

Watch what you say. Don’t tear other’s down. 

1 John 4:1

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
2 Peter 1:3

As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue.
Psalm 119:37

Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, and revive me in Your way.

4. A desire for God’s will to be done

We are called to be salt and light in the world. Pray this way, “God don’t let me be a selfish, self-seeking Christian but let me seek after You and do Your will to please you.”

When you begin to seek God’s will over your own desires you will then begin to see success like you’ve never known. 

You are His hands and His voice and He wants His will to be fulfilled by you. 

5. A growing love for others

You have to love other more than you love yourself. We have to get out of our comfort zones and put others first. 

1 John 4:20

If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can[a] he love God whom he has not seen?

6. Quickness to forgive others when you’re offended

How long does it take you to forgive someone? 

A mature Christian has the desire to live in peace with others, live free from bitterness and feelings of revenge and anger.

You have to go to Calvary every single day.

Matthew 7:1-3

“Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?”

7. Quickness to obey God

Someone close to God is quick to be convicted and repents. 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God.”
You need the direction and wisdom of God constantly.
8. Have great faith

 Matthew 15:28

Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Exercise your faith over spiritual attacks. 

Faith is the ability of God being manifested on your behalf through the Holy Ghost, partnering with you to give you success. To keep you, bless you, and empowering you for your day by day walk. 

Romans 1:17

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

God sees the potential of each person, but we don’t. God has to unveil our eyes to see the spiritual side. 

9. You need a soft heart

A soft heart towards the needs of others, sensitive to the Holy Spirit to those who are hurting, sensitive to your husband, wife, or children. Sensitive to the Spirit of God. You’re kind, gracious, long-suffering, you’re forgiving. 

10. A deep love for God

Romans 5:5

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Your love moves you in a passion and desire for God. 
