Growing in Grace Part 2 Notes

2 Peter 3:18

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

God wants us to grow. The Christian life is about moving forward not staying still.

How to grow in grace: 

1. Hunger for God

2. Desire to know God’s truth

3. Do not tolerate evil in your life

4. Desire God’s will to be done

5. Grow in love for others

6. Quick to forgive

7. Quick to obey God

8. Grow in faith

9. Soft heart

10. Great love for God

You must forgive yourself to grow in grace. God loves you unconditionally.

Ephesians 1:3-6

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
You are accepted, validated, appreciated, wanted, and loved by God. God’s attitude towards you is acceptance.

2 Corinthians 5:21

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
When I stand before God, He sees me in His righteousness. Grace is a gift from God and the only way to receive it is to except Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

God has taken us out of darkness. We are to see ourselves as redeemed, forgiven, justified, declared righteous, and one in Christ. Now all that God wants to do for us, we accept it by faith. 

GOD LOVES ME!
The devil will attack you using guilt. You have to learn how to manage your mental state, and go to the thrown of grace with confidence. 

Hebrews 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Grace is God’s gift to you and He loves you despite everything we have done. Mercy causes God to move on our behalf.

When we come to God we tend to bring all our baggage with us. We know that God loves us but we hate ourselves. We’ve got to love ourselves and see ourselves as God sees us. 

If my faith is damaged because of my attitude I can’t receive anything from God, because I’m emotionally blocked. So my preconceived thoughts and ideas, and negative state of mind, affects our faith if we allow it too. 
You have to ignore your feelings, you have to ignore your attitudes, you have to ignore all the negative things that has affected your life, the failures, shortcomings, the habits, the bondage, the guilt, the condemnation, and you have to go before God with a new mind set and a new attitude and you have to convince yourself that God loves you and forgive yourself. 

Approach God by faith. That He’s getting you ready for great victory, a great deliverance, success is coming, power is coming, grace is coming, mercy is coming, love is coming.

It’s not where you’ve been, it’s where you’re going that counts.
It takes a positive attitude to be able to trust and believe in God.
Growing in grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ is changing your mind set and tapping into the grace of God. 

Grace rescued you, grace will sustain you, grace will accept you, grace will fill you, grace will commission you, and grace will work over every area of your life. Regardless of what’s going on in your life God wants to work through you and in you. 

Read 2 Kings 7 this week. 
Grace is God intervening in your life through His mercy and bringing change and transformation, not because you deserve it but because He wants to give it to you.

Unbelief will shut you out of God’s grace.  
Ask God to show you what areas in your life you limit God.

Ask God to reveal to you areas in your life where you have fear or unbelief, or lack of faith.

